Interconnecting the personal and public: the support networks of public health nurse Mona Wilson.
The life of public health nurse Mona Gordon Wilson reveals the importance of women's private lives in explaining their public activities. Although Mona's life and personality were also shaped by her gender, class, ethnicity, single status, and place in the patriarchal society, this article contends that female networking and support groups were essential to her success as a public person. Following a brief synopsis of the highlights of Mona's public life, this study examines the importance of female networking and support groups in Mona Wilson's early years as a nursing student, in her years overseas with the American Red Cross, as chief public health nurse on Prince Edward Island, and in retirement and old age.